190                                 Ccssar
bered A homogeneous and vigorous people may manage their own affaiis under a popular constitution so long as their personal characteis remain un-degenerate Parliaments and Senates may represent the general will of the community, and may pass laws and admmistei them as public sentiment ap-pioves But such bodies can pieside successfully only among subjects who are directly represented in them They aie too ignorant, too selfish, too divided, to govern others, and Imperial aspirations draw after them, by obvious necessity, an Imperial rule. Caesar may have known this in his heart, yet the most fai-seeing statesman will not so trust his own misgivings as to refuse to hope for the regeneiation of the institutions into which he is born He will deteimme that justice shall be done Justice is the essence of government, and without justice all foims, democratic 01 monaichic, are tyrannies alike But he will work with the existing methods till the inadequacy of them has been proved beyond dispute Constitutions are never overthrown till they have pronounced sentence on themselves.
Csesai accordingly commenced office by an endeavor to conciliate The army and the moneyed interests, repiesented by Porapey and Crassus, weie alieady with him; and he used his endeavors, as has been seen, to gam Cicero, who might bring with him such part of the landed aristocracy as were not hopelessly incorrigible With Cicero he but partially succeeded The great orator solved the problem of the situation by going away into the country and remaining there for the greater part of the year, and Caesar had to do without an assistance which, in the speaking department, would have been invaluable to